Change. It is perhaps human nature to want to capture a moment; to keep a relationship the same; to enshrine our designs in the moment. Yet everything changes. Even if we store our designs carefully in a garment bag protected in the closet, they will change over time, Gravity will affect them; materials will change subtly; stitching will relax. In this design I embrace change; I celebrate it. The outfit is meant to be worn; I will wear it. It will soften and acquire wear patterns based on my movements and activities. Over time, the indigo of the denim will fade from wear and washing; the light cotton of the pants will acquire a patina. As a result, the outfit will take on its own personality and take on a different look. Is this look, seen six months into the life of the garment any less valuable or less important than the look frozen in the photograph of the garment taken at the beginning of its life?
Work. The design of this outfit is inspired by historic Japanese farmers' clothing. The jacket is made from raw Japanese denim. The construction is simple with top-stitched, flat felled seams for added strength, and straight hems that resemble those of jeans, another iconic work garment. The garment now, as initially constructed, is quite rigid because the denim is unwashed. But the intention is that over time, as the jacket is worn, it will change in texture and in silhouette, showing the signs of the work done in it. The pants are crafted from natural undyed organic cotton poplin and are cropped for comfort while working in the heat. They feature a gusseted side tie closure for easy donning and doffing and for adjustability. As the pants are worn, they will accumulate wear and dirt that may not wash out completely, due to their light color. Washing will be in cold water, using natural detergents. The unique wear marks from working and this sustainable care will tell a specific story.
